
Honourable Speaker, 

Members of the Mayoral Committee, 

Councillors, 

Municipal Manager and officials, 

Community stakeholders and residents of George, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

Good morning, 

It is both an honour and a responsibility to stand before you today to table the 

Integrated Development Plan (IDP) for George Municipality. 

This IDP is not merely a document, it is a social contract between this Council and the 

residents of George. It reflects our shared aspirations, our collective vision and the 

path we must walk together to build a more inclusive, sustainable and prosperous 

Municipality. 

Over the past several months, we have engaged with you, our residents, through 

public meetings and ward committees. Your voices have guided us. Your concerns, 

hopes, and ideas have formed the foundation of this plan. 

We recognise that George is growing. With that growth comes both opportunity and 

responsibility. The IDP sets out clear priorities to manage urban development, protect 

our environment, improve service delivery and create socio-economic opportunities 

for all. 

This IDP focuses on five strategic pillars which tie into my vision of a George 

Municipality that is safe, clean, green, and responsive, they are: 

Develop and Grow George: By ensuring reliable water, electricity, roads, sanitation, 

and waste management in both urban and rural areas. 

Affordable Quality Services: Inclusive economic growth by enabling small businesses, 

attracting investment, and supporting youth employment initiatives. 

Safe Clean and Green: Maintain a clean environment by preserving the natural beauty 

and resources of our region for future generations. 

Good Governance and Human Capital: Community participation by promoting 

transparency, accountability and active citizen engagement. 

Particpative partnerships: To have a development orientated public service and 

inclusive citizenship 

These pillars are practical commitments to change lives and improve the daily 

experience of every resident. 



The success of this IDP depends on all of us. It will take collaboration across all 

sectors, from civil society, business, academia and provincial and national partners. 

 

Let me be clear: local government cannot do this alone. But with an engaged 

community, aligned leadership and a shared vision, we can achieve remarkable things. 

As we table this IDP, we also commit to robust implementation and regular reporting. 

Progress will be monitored. Budgets will be aligned. And where necessary, we will 

adapt to meet changing needs. 

We are accountable to you, the residents of George and we will continue to earn your 

trust through action, not words. 

Colleagues and residents, we are at a critical moment in our municipality’s 

development. This IDP gives us a road map, but it is our unity, our will and our 

partnership that will determine our destination. 

Let us move forward together with purpose and optimism as we build a George that 

works for everyone, now and for generations to come. 

I hereby formally table the Integrated Development Plan for George Municipality for 

consideration and adoption. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


